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The Little Church with the Big Heart

From the
Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening ~ Robert Frost

Whose woods these are I think I know

He gives his harness bells a shake

Pastor:
(e His house is in the village though; To ask if thereis somenn e

He will not see me stopping here

The only other sound’s the sweep

To watch his woods fill up with snow. Of easy wind andldc TR Rl

My little horse must think it queer The woods are lovely, dark and deep

To stop without a farmhouse near But I have promises to keep,

Between the woods and frozen lake And miles to go before I sleep,

The darkest evening of the year. And miles to go before I sleep

As I am writing this newsletter piece, the snow has been gently falling for the last several hours.
Schools are closed for the day, and activities for the evening have been cancelled. All is quiet. It
1s beautiful to watch the snowflakes coming down at a steady pace. It looks like a perfect
postcard picture of a crisp, calm and white winter day in Maine.

Over the last six weeks, we have experienced snow coming in different ways: blizzard, ice,
sleet, and freezing rain and most recently, gently falling snow.

What comes to mind is that weather conditions can be like a metaphor for how life can go for
us. We weather through our own turbulent lives hopefully infused with a good dosage of times
when everything is going smoothly like gently falling snow.

Sometimes we forget that God 1s with us during all our “weather conditions”.
Lent begins on February 14th, giving us an opportunity to continue deepening
our relationship with God through prayer and reading scripture.

For the first time members and friends of the Waterford Congregational Church and North Waterford
Church created their own Lenten book with the encouragement and leadership of Sally Holm. It will
give you a wonderful glimpse of how God’s presence has been revealed to each person in this book.

As you go through the Lenten season, remember that God is with us during the turbulent times as

well as the quiet times. %Zesxsm%s/ and Peace, Rew. Petra .:S)m,t//t/v




Letter from the Moderator

Good Afternoon,

Ooooh, the sledding was great yesterday on the Keoka Campground
Road. We used flat bottom and runner sleds. I hope the conditions are as
good in February when the Grandkids arrive.

I was looking at my last letter, and there has been such a wealth of spirit
through Christmas with the concert in the sanctuary, the singing on the
Common and the big man Santa making an appearance at the Library. I
love these joint efforts. We need to explore other opportunities.

Then the Christmas Eve service really got us ready for the big event the
next day. The music, the full pews and the super message from Petra sent
the season into high gear.

The momentum picked up as we celebrated the New Year and prepared 4! Struck at Annual Meeting
for the Annual Meeting/Celebration.

The Bruncheon Celebration was a week late, but well worth the wait. We even got to see Meg
Wheeler two weekends in a row! The new agenda the Council has adopted for the Celebration gives
the congregation a chance to hear the extra special things we all accomplished this past year and to
read the reports. Another well-deserved thank you to John Wait and Rich Mauer, two of our
Trustees, for taking so many of their own hours to repair the frozen pipes and heating system at the
Wilkins house so we could even have this meeting!

The highlights I recall as I ran around the table with the microphone were: ending the year with a
positive balance, a full slate of officers, lots of help to neighbors via Thanksgiving Baskets and
needed oil, the beautiful ornaments made from glass saved from the 1927 fire, the letter of thanks
from UCC for our generous giving, creation of our new logo, and the final iteration of our Church
Vision and Plan after an 18-month journey! We have a budget and gave heartfelt thanks Ralph
MacKinnon for his 7 years of service as our Treasurer as he turns the books over to our new
Treasurer duo, Dodi and John Wait.

Finally, we paused to pay our respects to those members who passed away this year knowing they
are with the Father, but missing them none the less.

None of these accomplishments could have been achieved without the incredible energy of our
Church Council and the support of our Congregation. We are truly blessed. Thank you all.
Sincerely, Al Struck, Moderator




Church Council: voted in January 21
Pastor Petra Smyth
781-3783
Church Office: 583-6381
Organist: Joann Fillebrown 583-4673

Church Council - 2018

Moderator: Al Struck Clerk: James Long

Treasurer: John & Dodi Wait

Assistant Treasurer: Ralph MacKinnon

Deacons: Trustees:
Myra Maltby John Wait
Sally Holm Kerry Johnson
Gail Nixon Rich Maurer

Pam Williams

Stewardship Chair: Kerry Johnson
Church School Superintendent: Myra Maltby
Missions:

Nancy Engdahl (Local)

Pam Williams (Global)
Communications Coordinator: Sally Holm

What a treat it has been to get over
to church in Waterford twice in the

month of January!

\%

Mr. JazzBo listening intently

Karen Fillebrown photo

to the sermon December 31...

So Good to see Meg at Annual Meeting...

Perhaps the best but most
difficult way to realize how
much you love your church
is to be away from it, but my
three hour round trip drive
between  Topsham  and
Waterford is well worth
every minute. I am so proud
of all of you who work hard
to make our church a
thriving place of welcome,
kindness, compassion and
yes, fun. Thank you from
the bottom of my heart. I
love you all. --Meg Wheeler




February —
4th - 11 am -Souper Bowl Lunch - Wilkins House
11th - Council Meeting

14th - Lenten season begins
15th - 6 pm - Pot Luck - Wilkins House

March
4th - Movie: The Shack - 3pm - TBA

Italian supper to follow movie
11th - Council Meeting
15th - 6 pm - Pot Luck - Wilkins House
25th - Palm Sunday
29th - Maundy Thursday
Seder - 5 pm - Wilkins House
Tenebrae Service - 7 pm - Church

Kay and Dick
- Lyman at the
TS CAC
' /, Victoria Mansion
2"

field trip.

Apl’ll Ist - Easter

Sunrise service - TBA - Keoka

Breakfast - North Waterford Church
following the

Sunrise service
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Trustees Report

During the month of December the trustees assisted the Deacons with
the assembly of the new Christmas tree that was donated by Jared
Whichard in memory of his grandfather. After Christmas, we also
helped with the dismantling and storage of the tree.

The snow storms continue to keep us busy with the shoveling of the

Church and the Wilkins house; I hope that this continues because that

John Wait at Annual Meeting| means that there will be plenty of snow in the mountains for skiing!

January has kept Richard Maurer and me busy in the Wilkins House.
The Wilkins House ran out of fuel in early January and the pipes froze.
Both buildings are on automatic refill, but obviously the supplier did

not account for the unusually cold weather we had in December. Ralph
MacKinnon 1s working with the supplier to resolve this issue. Rich and

I have most of the problems resolved. The building is now up and

running. We should have the repairs completed by the end of January. Wilkins House frozen sink
a
?32 - Karen Fillebrown photo
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For the Trustees, John Wait oi\k,///
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Thank you to those of you who have responded to our Pledge Drive for 2018. The concept of
pledging allows for our church to plan and move forward in a positive financial manner.

We have a total of $43, 409 pledged to date. It is never too late to pledge for the 2018 church year
to help the church meet its proposed operating budget. If you are in need of a pledge card, there are
extras on the back rail of the church, or write the church a note of your intent to pledge. We need
everyone’s help if we are to continue being “The Little Church with the Big Heart.”

Our goal this year of serving God and serving our neighbor through the three paths of Spirituality,
Service, and Music can be met if we all share of our bounty, our talents, and time.

--The Stewardship Committee: Kerry Johnson (Chairman), Barbara Allen, Ralph MacKinnon, Rev.
Petra Smyth, Jean Struck, and Dodi Wait.




Coming Your Way...Soon!
How has God surprised you? This is the theme of the first-ever Waterford

Congregational Church booklet of Lenten devotional readings due out next week. Designed to
provide an inspirational reading on the chosen topic for each day of Lent, the booklet is mostly
composed of pieces written by members of the congregations of our church and our sister church
in North Waterford. We are deeply indebted to DarylAnn Leonard for the incredible photograph
that graces the cover.

For many who are timid about writing, participating in this
booklet was an act of courage. For others, it was an opportunity
to share a deeply personal event in their lives. We are indebted
to all of you who contributed.

Booklets, printed at Grassroots Graphics in Norway, will be
available for distribution on Sunday, February 4. Summer folks
and others “from away” will find their copies in their
mailboxes the following week in time for Ash Wednesday,

which is also Valentine’s Day this year.

The project was initiated by Sally Holm and the Church Activities Committee. Others members of
the subcommittee included Nancy Engdahl, Dodi Wait, Rev. Petra Smyth, and Kerry Johnson.
--Sally Holm

Good Neighbor Service Tree

Here is Al Struck
and Jane Kimball
with the "Good
Neighbor  Service
Tree" her daughter,
Cynthia, designed.

The idea behind it is
helping each other
by matching a job
someone needs o —
done with someone - n—
who has the time,
tools and expertise
" to doit. with outgoing treasurer

Rev. Petra Smyth

Ralph MacKinnon
at Annual Meeting




From the Deacons

The Deacons have had their first meeting and are ed }bout the things to come in 2018. Pam

Williams has joined Sally Holm, Gail' Mixon and p¥¢ again this year to complete our committee.
2 J
Palm Sunday is March 25th with our reglma w{)\sl{p seryice at 9:30 AM.

On Maundy Thursday, March 29th, we will ha\R\\gdmonal Seder meal at the Wilkins House at
5:00 pm.m followed by the Tenebrae Service at Churc 2\1?1 0 p.m.

On Easter Sunday, April 1st, our Sunrise Service will be at Keoka Lake town beach with North
Waterford and Harrison. The time will be announced. North Waterford is hosting us for Easter
Breakfast following the sunrise service. As always, our Easter worship service will at 9:30 a.m

New Epiphany Alter Cloth, Advent Banner,

designed and made by Gail Nixon. created by Gail Nixon

Karen Fillebrown photo Ginny Raymond photo

Please watch for the new banners that will be hung for Easter and Pentacost. New altar cloths will
be placed on the altar in the color of that particular church season. -- Myra Maltby

Christmas Banner

created by Jean Struck
Karen Fillebrown photo




Mission News
We are very excited as we head into the New Year 2018.

On the National level of the United Church of Christ there
1s a new initiative; 3 Great Loves: A Just World for All:
Love of Neighbor, Love of Children, Love of Creation.
We are already doing this work and have plans to do more.

“For just as the body is one and has many members, and
all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so
it is with Christ” | Corinthians 12:12-27.

For more information go to 3greatloves.uccpages.org. The

mission committee will be sharing more information over

Pam Williams at Annual Meeting

the next year.

Ginny Raymond photo
Here is a quick look at 2018 Missions

January Our Church's Wider Mission
February Donations for Dominican Republic
March One Great Hour of Sharing
April
May Pentecost Sunday (Strengthen the Church)
June
July Christmas in July — Retired Ministers Fund
August Back to school event with area churches
September Church World Service
October Neighbors in Need
November Thanksgiving Baskets
December Christmas Eve — local needs

Our next Mission Committee meeting will be in early February A J‘ . ir
Shalom, Pam Williams - chair %: 4 ACTIOB




News from the CAC

The Church Activities Committee is planning events to bring together our church community with
"food and frolic".
On February 4th we shall be presenting our annual Souper Bowl Sunday %

after church. BYOB&S = Bring Your Own Bowl and Spoon. We hope to §
fortify you for the Pats/Eagles game with five different kinds of soups,

several different kinds of Myra's breads, and a lot of friendly chatter.

We are in the process of figuring out the logistics of a presentation of the movie, "The Shack".
Mark Sunday, March 4th, on your calendar! The movie will start at 3 p.m., followed by
discussions around an Italian pasta supper. We shall have a sign up list for those interested so we
shall know how much our talented chefs should cook. Possibilities are stuffed shells, meatballs,
chicken alfredo, and eggplant parmesan. Will that tempt you?

Sally has sent our Lenten booklet to press so they will be distributed soon. We
are all excited to read the inspirational pieces written by our church family and
our North Waterford friends. Thank you to all of you who shared and to Sally
for all the hours of work to make our booklet possible.

We are looking for ideas for future field trips. If you have any requests, please
share them. We have talked about a few possibilities: a cruise to Bailey's Island,

the Maine State Museum in Augusta and the Portland Museum of Fine Art.

Nancy Engdahl
at Annual Meeting

--Your CAC: Nancy Engdahl, Myra Maltby, Sally Holm, Denny Raymond,
Joy Plate, Dodi Wait, Gail Nixon, and Petra Smyth

Notes from the Wilkins House

Thank you for your important support of the Wilkins Community House. Our
winter Thursday Pot Luck suppers continue. The January supper was hosted by
Ted & Gail Nixon with Bill & Mary Colbath. The February 11th supper will be
hosted by Ralph & Joann MacKinnon with Tony & Donna Butterall. Our March
11th supper will be hosted by the Plates and the Waits. All potluck suppers are
the 3rd Thursday of each month, October thru May at 6 PM. Please note, if
snow should close MSAD17 schools on the day of the potluck, that supper will

Denny Raymond
at Annual Meeting

also be cancelled. These potlucks are always a great time to see friends and

meet new ones. Please bring a favorite dish, salad, or dessert to share.

The Wilkins House gratefully thanks John Wait and Rich Maurer, who combined their plumbing
and electrical expertise to repair the frozen heating system and bathroom in the Wilkins House
when we ran out of fuel oil recently. This also affected the church’s bathroom water for two
Sunday services. John and Rich spent a considerable number of hours, and avoided calling an
outside plumber. Thank you gentlemen. --Denny Raymond, Assistant Mamager







