
 

 

BIBLE READING:  September 8, 2024 

 
Proverbs 22:1-2; 8-9; 22-23 

A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, 

and favor is better than silver or gold. 
2The rich and the poor have this in common: 

the Lord is the maker of them all. 
 

8Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, 

and the rod of anger will fail. 
9Those who are generous are blessed, 

for they share their bread with the poor. 
 

22Do not rob the poor because they are poor, 

or crush the afflicted at the gate; 
23for the Lord pleads their cause 

and despoils of life those who despoil them. 
 

James 2:1-10; 14-17 

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our 

glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes 

comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and 

if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, 

please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my 

feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with 

evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the 

poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has 

promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the 

rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who 

blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? 
8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and 

are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but 

fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. 
 

14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not 

have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 

food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” 

and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith 

by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

 


