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The Little Church with the Big Heart

I came across this story in an on-line journal and find it provides a wonderful image for Advent, the season of

waiting and anticipation. ) ) ) ) . . .
i : A little girl tells about “owling™ with her Pa. It is a frosty winter night and [_|
she holds her woolly mitten over her mouth to keep her words inside. You

From the must be very quiet when you are owling, she knows.

Her Pa calls to the owl, “Too-whoo, too-wit, too-whoo.”
PaStOr N There is no answer. They walk on through the forest in silence.

Once again, Pa calls, “Too-whoo, too-wit, too-whoo.”

This time the owl answers back. They talk, Pa and the owl. The owl
descends in silence to sit on a tree branch above their heads. Pa shines the
flashlight, and for one minute, three minutes or maybe one hundred
minutes, they stare at each other, the little girl and the owl.

Owling is like that, the little girl knows. You don’t need words. All you

need is hope. Hope that flies in on great, silent wings.

The season of Advent is upon us—the season of expectation, of waiting and watching for the coming
of God into our world. Advent is a liturgical season, a church season and thus, it is at odds with the
way the rest of the world lives these four weeks prior to Christmas. The pace is busy and our

preparations frenzied. It 1s hard to find a moment of quiet.

Advent is also a bit like owling. The season invites us into a time of
silence and stillness. You don’t need words. All you need is hope. Hope

that will fly in on the great, silent wings of God.

May you find moments of silence and stillness amidst the season rush, moments when you might

listen for the beating of wings.

Blessed be, Petra




Good Afternoon, From the Moderator

The holidays are upon us. Thanksgiving is a nice “Get on your mark, get set...” kind of holiday. You
get to see folks, check out their sizes and listen for hints about their wish lists for Christmas.

Speaking of Christmas, the CAC and Library are working hard to make sure this year the Waterford
Christmas Celebration comes off on December16th. There is even a snow date of Dec. 17th. Listen for
details on Sunday.

The Church Council is finishing up the draft budget for all of you to vote on at the Annual Meeting in
January. We will have a new treasurer this coming year as Ralph MacKinnon steps down after many
years of service. He brought us back from the brink of financial catastrophe to a solid, stable financial
situation. What more could an outgoing treasurer ask for as a legacy. Thank you, Ralph.

I won’t spill the beans on the slate of officers for next year. You’ll have to come to the meeting to hear
which of your pew mates will be stepping up to serve the Waterford Congregational Church.

Having been given a vote of confidence on the Long Range Plan, your Church Council feels the energy
and 1s using it to move forward on the various projects the sub-committees listed.

The Mission Committee distributed 19 Thanksgiving Baskets to our neighbors. Some folks have
already queued up for fuel assistance and our giving tree will be erected soon to make sure the children
of Waterford have a Merry Christmas.

Speaking of trees, Jane Kimball is working on a project she brainstormed at the Long-Range Plan
meeting. This tree will bear notes from members as to what services they can provide to other
members, and it will also have requests for assistance from church members. We will do our best to
match those up.

The Lenten Booklet project is going forward after a wonderful writing workshop

led by Sally Holm and Kerry Johnson. You can take this as a reminder to get your » ."'
written experiences (essays, poems, art or photos) in to Sally as soon as you can.
All these projects are indicators of how alive our church and congregation are, g
and how we love each other and our community. None of the above tells the
whole story of how individuals seek each other out to be sure they are okay
and to let them know they are important to all of us. These are quiet efforts, no
headlines, no applause; just friends letting each other know they are part of our

church family.

As we head into this joyous season, please remember the Father sent
us his only son who taught us to love each other and to live,
really live, his message in the short time we have here. Let
your light shine this Christmas and every day to His glory.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! Al Struck, Moderator
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Trustees Report

During the past two months the trustees have addressed

the water leak in the basement of the church.
Views

As of this writing, we think we have the problem AN from the
Church

Steeple

resolved, but we will wait for the next rain storm to
make sure. The spring melt will be the final test to

assure us that we have solved this issue.
John

Wait
i photo

We have worked on the garden, all the debris has been
cleaned up, the tree trimmed and the pavers have been
moved to allow us to put a membrane down on the area
that we are going to mulch in the spring and then move
the bench to this area. The rest of this project will be
completed in the spring.

--John Wait for the Trustees

News from the Deacons

Another year is coming to an end as we celebrate the first Sunday of Advent on December 3rd. We
are asking everyone to bring a Christmas Tree ornament to hang on the tree during our “Hanging of
the Greens” service.

Sunday, December 24th there will be no 9:30 AM service, however, there will be our traditional
Christmas Eve Service at 5:00 PM.

Wishing everyone a very blessed Christmas and look forward to the new year.
-- Myra Maltby for the Deacons

News from the Clerk

Advent season is upon us, and the Church Council, Deacons, Church Activity Committee, Mission
Committees and everyone who can are working hard to get all of the things done for our glorious
season of celebrating the birth of our Lord. The church has become very involved with the community,
joining with the Waterford Library and others. We have a great council, as Diane Morse mentioned
when she took minutes for me at the last council meeting. She noticed how the council is so strong,
active, co-operative, so full of ideas and great at getting things done. It is wonderful to be on this
council. Caren and I have sat on the council before, and this time it is so different. The church is
moving forward with great direction from the dedicated people with excellent ideas. Watch this church
grow and bring the community into our church's embrace. --James Long, Clerk

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL AND PEACE ON EARTH !!




When

Have You ‘

P ‘d F ‘ The Strucks and the
B cen ' Waits wade deep into
Sul’p rise d p__r : their pasts to discover

= = how God surprised

F —_— them!

— -

We invite you to explore the mystery of God in your life by thinking about the times when God has

.
— - I

most surprised you. When we ask God’s guidance, we never know what the response might be, or how
to interpret the signs. When we consciously stay open to God’s presence, the surprises can be endless,

and unsolicited. Living in faith means learning to practice deep listening so that we might come closer
to recognizing and understanding God’s presence in our lives.

On behalf of the Church Activities Committee, we invite you to ponder these signs of faith, and share
your experience of how God has surprised you in your life. It may be as short as a single incident, or a
longer perspective on what life has given you. Your contribution to the first WCC Lenten Booklet can
range from a few thoughts to a maximum of 350 words of prose. It can take the form of prose, poetry,
artwork, or photographs. We encourage all contributors to include a pertinent scripture with their
submission, though this is not a strict requirement.

These writings will form our daily devotionals for the period of Lent 2018, with the ambitious goal of
providing a reading for each of the 40 days of Lent.

All submissions must fit on a half page, so may need to be edited down. Editing assistance can be
provided, if necessary. And if you need some help with the actual writing, several members of our
congregation have volunteered to serve as writing mentors. Everything will be printed in black and

white.

All pieces are due by January 3, 2018 so they can be formatted and made printer-ready. Please send
your contributions to sallyvholm@gmail.com. Booklets will be distributed before Ash Wednesday,
February 14, 2018.

Thank you for sharing your thoughts and experiences with your church family.
--Sally Holm




CAC

The Church Activities Committee met on November 9th. We heard about Sally Holm's Writing

Workshop. The written pieces "Surprised by God!" are starting to roll in for the booklet which will be
published for Lent. Forty pieces are needed to complete this project. Let Sally know if you have
questions or could use help in putting your thoughts together.

A thank you to Myra Maltby for organizing the French Toast Breakfast, and to Myra and John Wait for
cooking for 32 people who attended. A suggestion was made at the breakfast that we do this every
Sunday.

Our congregation provided 19 Thanksgiving baskets which will be distributed by the time you read this
newsletter. A big thank you to all who took part in this mission work.

We shall again be having lunch after church for Souper Bowl Sunday on February 4. Be thinking about
sharing your cooking skills by offering to make a pot of soup. It would be nice to have some new cooks
join us this year....variety is the spice of life.

Plans are in the works for a few field trips.

On Tuesday, December 5, we will be visiting the Victoria
Mansion to see their Christmas decorations and to tour the

house. This year's theme is Christmas by the Sea. Admission
fee is $12, and we shall meet at the church at 10 a.m. for car
pooling. After the tour, we'll "do lunch". Contact Gail Nixon
or me if you have any questions or would like to join this
tour..

Joy is looking into a visit to the Rufus Porter Museum in
Bridgton. Stay tuned!

We have tentative plans for a viewing of the movie version
of "The Shack". There are two copies of the novel in the
church. If you would like to borrow one, see Dodi Wait.
Jane Morse, assisted by Kerry Johnson, This event will occur Sunday afternoon, March 4th. We will

brings in her donations to the Thanksgiving Wl have a pasta supper followed by a discussion of the movie.
Basket drive.

-- Nancy Engdahl for Church Activities

Ginny Raymond photos




From The Stewardship Committee

Sunday November 5th was Stewardship Sunday; our scripture lesson and Petra’s sermon were based
on the theme of this year’s 2018 Stewardship Pledge Drive: Matthew 22:34-46 “loving God and
loving your neighbor.” November 12th, Happy Chapman spoke to the theme by sharing that Sunday
worship and fellowship are the highlight of her week. This was a wonderful testament to our theme
of “loving God and your neighbor.”

The stewardship letter for 2018 and the two page photo collage
speak to the vision the congregation has of reaching out in three
vital areas: Service Ministry, Music Ministry, and Spiritual
Leadership. We all have an opportunity to make commitments
both material and symbolic to help this congregation love God and
love neighbor. To implement our vision the blue pledge card and
the self-addressed envelope that were enclosed in the letter are very
important. The returned pledge cards allow the Finance Committee
and the Church Council in the next two months to plan and make
sound fiscal decisions for the 2018 church year.

We aspire to be “the little church with the big heart.” There is true joy to be found in giving to the
vision, the mission and the future of this church.

Thank you. --Dodi Wait for the Stewardship Committee

Music news!

Our wonderful church Choir is busy
preparing music for the Christmas season.
We have some new compositions in the
works for the Sunday services and for

Christmas Eve service that will be held on

e L
Dec 24 at 5:00! Kay Lyman photo

We are always looking for people to make music during the worship service. If you would like to
share your music, please call me at 461-0460 or email me at ymorse3191(@gmail.com.

The music committee is working on a concert series, and we need suggestions of people or groups
from the area who might be interested in performing in our venue. If you know someone, please
forward the following information to me in an email:

Name of person or group, contact person (if a group) email or phone number.

Happy Holidays! Jane Morse, Music Director
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Surprised by God\
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On October 25, 15 members of our congregation and one from North

Waterford Congregational Church gathered for a writing workshop to
launch our first collection of Lenten pieces. The theme is "Surprised

Writing
Workshop

Ginny Raymond photos




Merry Christmas from HEAVEN .. 4uthor unknown

[ still hear the songs
I still see the lights
I still feel your love

On cold wintry nights
; A

[ still share your hopes -

And all of your cares
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I’1l even remind you

To please say your prayers I just want to tell you

You still make me proud
You stand head and shoulders

Above all of the crowd
Keep trying each moment

to stay in his grace
I came here before you,

to help set your place You don’t have to be perfect

All of the time

He forgives you the slip,

To my family and friends If you continue to climb

Please be thankful today

I’'m still close beside you

In a new special way

I love you all dearly
now don’t shed a tear.
Cause I'm spending my
Birthday and Christmas

with Jesus this year!

Poem s submitted Jared Whichard and
photos by Bruce and Arlene Whichard







