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Happy spring to everyone!

From the Despite seemingly endless amounts of snow, there are signs that the earth
1s beginning to wake up again. The sun is warmer, and the days are longer.

P a St O r : While writing this piece for the newsletter, one can hear the melting of the

_ snow dripping off the roof at a rapid speed. Probably some of us have
started looking for the first signs of new life peeking through the ground.
What flower will we find first?

For the past four weeks during our Sunday worship service, we have been journeying with Jesus as he
travels toward the cross in Jerusalem. We continue to learn more and more about Jesus as he touches
people’s lives and heals them. The woman at the well and the blind man were not accepted members
of society. When Jesus spent time with them, they experienced being fully loved for who they were.

A new life began for them.
" Lent gives us the opportunity to be more introspective as we

discover what might be more life-giving for ourselves as well
contribute to being life-giving to others.

Let me leave you with the poem Spring by Susan Filson:

A Spring appears in whispers

¢ and hushed tones, Drowsy flowers come to attention,
e as the bellowing winter waking from their sleep-
bows away. yawning;
Blessings, Rev. Petra Smyth with heads turned upwards

the Maestro called Sun
I watch with anticipation
as...

the concert begins.




Letter from the Moderator O

Our Church's Mission Statement says, ‘The Waterford
Congregational Church is an open and loving Congregation of
seekers of spiritual growth and knowledge of God. Together

we worship God, share community, honor our history and =
endeavor to heed Jesus® call to minister to our brothers and %
: : O, 14
sisters everywhere through our local, national, and global %jﬂg‘ e %\S

outreach.’

Your Church Council has been discussing how to let our community know how open and welcoming
our church actually is. This led to our asking Rev. Darren Morgan to come and talk with the council
about this topic of being an Open and Affirming church.

But, we on the council need to be careful not to assume how you all feel. We not only want to know
how you feel about this topic, we need to know.

When we say we are open and loving and heeding Jesus’ call to minister to our brothers and sisters,
it doesn’t mean just to folks in far off places like Africa or even Portland. It means right here.

How do we welcome the “stranger”, who can be people such as those hurt by the church elsewhere,
poor folks, single parents, people of color, those with different sexual preferences, substance abuse
issues, and people with disabilities? Please stop and think, am I comfortable with the idea of
accepting “anyone and everyone” to come and attend, and if they are so moved, to join our church?

These aren’t shoot-from-the-hip answers we are looking for, and to help us hear you all we are
forming a core team composed of members of the council and the congregation at large. That team
will meet to determine the best ways and best places to speak with “you” about this topic. The team
will hold Bible study groups to dig deeper into our faith and see what the good book says about
loving “all” God’s children.

Then once we have calmly and openly talked about these questions, we will all make a decision
about what path our church will set out on.

Please call me if you would like to be on this team, or speak to a member of the church council or
Petra, to get more information and ask questions and share ideas. -- Al Struck, Moderator




Calendar Events
April
5th - Lenten Meeting - Plate's home - 7 pm

9th - Palm Sunday - Regular 9:30 service
13th - Maundy Thursday - Tenebrae service - 7 pm
16th - Easter Sunrise Service at the lake - 6 am
followed by Breakfast at the Wilkins House
- Easter Sunday Service - Regular - 9:30 service

20th - Pot Luck Supper - Wilkins House - 6 pm
29th - Saturday - Church Cleaning Party - 9 am

30th - Random Acts of Kindness weeks initiated. ..
May
18th - Pot LuckSupper - Wilkins House - 6 pm
23rd - Light House tour - 11:30 am in Portland

TBA - Wilkins House Annual Meeting

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to John Wait
and Rich Maurer for shoveling out the
mountains of snow so we could all get into
the Church and Wilkins House this winter.
And a HUGE THANK YOU to Jeff Winslow
who used his tractor-scoop to clear out the
built-up white-stuff in the parking lot that our
plow-man Peter Morse could not quite handle
with his equipment.

April Birthdays
5 Rachel Thibodeau w

-

6 Karen Fillebrown g W
10 Darylann Leonard (
il
11 Al Struck ')

14 Dodi Wait
16 Scott Smyth

J
\)

s

17 Joanne MacKinnon \ ‘
19 Del Leonard May Birthdays

24 ClaraHamlin 9 pam Williams

25 Myra Maltby 2 Emmi Brannan

8 Ella Brannan

8 Lauren Hewson

13 Saige Winslow

17 Rebecca Sylvester
25 Jane Kimball

28 Joann Fillebrown
29 Kay Leslie

31 Dot Gilrain

Yes, The Disciples followed Jesus...

but not on Twitter!




From the Tl‘easul'el’ We've had many discussions over the years about the lead
role you should take in determining how you want your estate to be disbursed. For instance, without a
Will, the Probate Court will decide who gets your assets and, most assuredly, your favorite charities
won't be in the mix. Life Insurance is also a good "Planned Giving" vehicle...it bypasses probate and
pays out 100% to beneficiaries. Retirement accounts established through an IRA or 401(k) type
savings plan also allow you to name beneficiaries, but there can be tax consequences to the recipients.
This type of savings is rather unique, so let's take a look: You probably have used "before tax"
money to fund this savings, making the IRS wait until after you retire and start withdrawing from
your account before they can start taxing those funds. This allows your savings to grow over time and

not be encumbered by annual taxatiom, Sounds like a good deal? rﬁ?es, but there's more to the St’ory.
' . £ - _\?!
The IRS can be patient for just so long:. they don't want you sittiﬁ"g’ on all that (potentially) taxable

money forever so the RMD (Requlred annum Distribution) rule \»}‘as put in place: after age 70 1/2
you must withdraw a portlon of your Tetirement savings'each year. Th‘ manager of your mvestments
can provide you with RMD figures. So now you—have to. take money you mlght not need and then pay
taxes on it. What ca‘n one do, you ask? o :

.
The next step is very important. bpng Yaur ﬁnmlclal advisor in on the conversat1on He(She) can
explain hov&/ the rules affect your smﬁatlon and can adyise how ow should proc%kd One area you
may want to' discuss with the advisor is your- annual chan‘tﬁble ‘ ations that couldvbe paid dlrectly

to the c[hanty from your account, qualify for" the RMD, and won't"be recorded as a (taxable)
withdrawal from your account.

You may remember when you started your retirement savings that you were asked to name a
beneficiary. Yes, just like an insurance policy, you can pass along your account to others...your
choice. But isn't there still a tax situation here? Yes, but the IRS makes you a deal: name your spouse
as beneficiary and procedure doesn't change. Monies aren't taxable until withdrawn. But if left to
anyone else the entire account becomes taxable. Question? If a $100k account is passed on to your
children how much do they get after taxes? Answer: Ask advisor. If same account is left to a tax
exempt institution (such as a church) they get $100k.

Here's an interesting scenario that you and your advisor can play with: Let's suppose that aside from
property, such as house, car and the like, your main asset is your retirement savings. You know your
living expenses will be covered by your company's pension plan and a little help from Social Security.
You want your savings to grow and leave it to the kids, but you want it all going to them if possible.
You also want to provide for your church. How to do both? You don't need the RMD money so every
year you have to take it, pay the taxes on it, then buy life insurance with the children as beneficiary.
Name your church as beneficiary on the retirement account. The idea, of course, is to end up with
equal amounts of life insurance for the family and savings for tax exempt charities and non-profits.
--Ralph MacKinnon, Treasurer




From the Trustees

There is not much to report for the first quarter except the challenge to
keep the entrances open to the church and the Wilkins house. The Snow
has been an issue, but for those of us who like to ski it has been a great

winter!

I guess we are now looking forward to spring and with that, comes spring-clean-up for the church and
the grounds. After discussion with Petra, it seems the best time for this task will be on Saturday April
29th, 9 am. I was hoping to have this cleaning party before Easter, but with all the snow, this looks
like the best time. Please put this date on your calendar, we will need all the help we can get!

If there are any issues that need to be addressed, please contact one of the trustees or write the issue on
the sheet provided on the narthex bulletin board. -- For the Trustees, John Wait

Remember the last time we actually saw the

sun rise on Easter moring over Keoka?

News from the Deacons...

Deacons this year are Gail Nixon, Sally Holm,
Joy Plate and Myra Maltby.

Not too much was done during February and
March but watch out because here we
are....getting ready for Palm Sunday, Maundy
Thursday, Easter Breakfast and already thinking
about Mother’s Day, Pentacost Sunday and

Father’s Day.

Pic: Easter morning 2013

We actually had a peek of sun in 2015. <g¢ i

Palm Sunday (April 9th) will be our regular worship service at 9:30 AM
Maundy Thursday (April 13th) will be the traditional Tenebrae service at 7:00 PM
Easter (April 16th) Sunrise service at the lake (6 a.m.) followed by
Breakfast at the Wilkins House then our traditional Easter Worship Service at 9:30 AM

If there is anyone in the congregation that would like to read scripture or be a greeter on Sunday
mornings please let me know.
--Myra Maltby




News from the Mission Committee

We had a successful “Fill the Suitcase” project. We raised $250.00 and close to 200 pounds of
school supplies. Thank you to everyone who gave to this project. Many children in the Dominican
Republic will benefit from our gifts.

&P E 4 p 3 We will be receiving donations for “One Great Hour of Sharing”

Ry o through March and April. These funds are used for international
g c‘:’ programs in health, education and agricultural development, emergency
. ; relief, refugee ministries and both international and domestic disaster
(o < responses. This is one of the 5 for 5 opportunities that we will take part

e S of this year.

SHA“\' ®

On Sunday March 19th, we heard Rev. Bob Ross talk about the
“Grace Street Ministry” to the homeless people of Portland. This
was a wonderful and eye-opening program. Please go to
www.gracestreetministry.blogspot.com for more information.
We will be putting a basket in the back of the sanctuary to gather

items to share in this outreach ministry. All year long these items
can be used: Dunkin Donuts gift cards, Subway gift cards,
backpacks, packs of underwear, small soaps, lotions, shampoos

and deodorants. As the seasons change we will put out lists of
items that can be used.

As I write this article I feel the spirit move through our church as we live our mission statement “7o
strive to help the church engage in mission opportunities, collectively, and individually, doing God'’s

work both with in our community and throughout the world.” --Shalom, Pam Williams, chair

Did you notice?

The front of the Church Pulpit
is decorated with a flock of
purple paper cranes, crafted
by Karen Fillebrown.

Purple speaks of fasting, faith, patience and trust. It
is the liturgical color used during the seasons of
penance; Advent and Lent. Cranes are a symbol of

peace. ":"'o
-




Church Activities Committee

Thank you to Bob Ross for his presentation on March 19th. Thank you also to the quiche
providers...Gail Nixon, Sally Holm, Petra Smyth, Joy Plate, Myra Maltby, and Nancy Engdahl.
What a delicious brunch!

The Lenten readings continue. The first meeting was held March 8 at the Wait's with 10 people in
attendance. The 2nd meeting was on March 22 with 12 people at Nancy's home. We had great
discussions at both meetings. The final meeting will be held on April 5th at the Plate’s home.
Discussion will be held on readings from March 23-April 5 in the "Diving Lesson" 2017 Lenten
book. Come and share 1deas or just sit and enjoy the conversation.

Gail, Nancy, and Ginny Raymond took a class in Falmouth with glass
artist, Carol Coffin. Our committee is planning on making two styles
of ornaments with the glass that Agnes Lahti and her dad, Moxie
Bancroft, picked out of the ashes of the original church. We thought
it would be an opportunity for our church family to have a keepsake
from the history of our church. This will be a fund raiser for the
church since the glass came from our church. There are many steps
and lots of time needed to make each ornament, so when we get a
better idea of our capabilities, more news will come. A thank you to

Jane Morse for donating much of the equipment we need for the &

project. On Sunday, April 30th, Sally will announce Random Acts of Kindness
weeks which will start on May 1 for two weeks. Our church family is

noted for doing random acts of kindness year round. We shall do our
two weeks a little differently this year. Everyone’s name will be
placed in a basket. Those who wish to take part will draw a name from
the basket. Your R A of K can be something very simple, just
something that will let your person know you are thinking of him/her.
You then can also extend your kindness to others. It is more blessed to
give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35)

We are planning to sponsor a new type of outing in May (tentative date, Tuesday, May 23). We shall
carpool from the church to the Portland waterfront and take a 90 minute lighthouse tour at 11:30.
After the boat ride, those who wish to have lunch could pick a restaurant on Commercial Street. The
boat ride is $26. Petra has funding available if anyone needs help with the cost of the trip. You can
speak to her privately.

Joyful Noise Sundae will be held on July 30th with an invitation to our local churches to join us. After
the musical service, we shall again be serving ice cream sundaes. Put the date on your calendar... music
and ice cream. What could be better? -- Nancy Engdahl, Committee Chairman




News
from the

Music

il

DlreCtOl' Don Chase on Sunday February 12

Recently we have enjoyed some special music during our services, including Don Chase and friends
Gayle, Peter, and Kay performing some guitar accompanied bluegrass/folk songs, Al Struck and Kay
Leslie with clarinet/piano duets and Denny Raymond on Piano. Thank you for sharing your musical
talents with us! It is fun to have variety in our worship services.

Choir is ramping up for Easter, rehearsing several new pieces. We hope you enjoy them!

We will be singing for the Maundy Thursday service, as well. Yours in song, -- Jane Morse

Pictured here: Our musicians —

on Sunday, March 26, Denny

Raymond (left), who played
Dona  Nobis Pacem and
(below) Al  Struck (on
Clarinet) and Kay Lesley who
played Claire de Lune...

S Thank you always: Joan Fillebrown, our
regular organist, here conversing with

Petra about compelling church matters.
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Photos by Karen Fillebrown, February 2017
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From the Clerk...

We are on our second Council meeting in 2017. We are a wonderful group serving God and our
church. As Al Struck and I made a comment to each other after the meeting, we have such an
energized council right now. I stated "We don't agree on everything, but we get along so well and
accomplish so much." It is the hand of God guiding us and making decisions for us to follow.

I enjoy being the clerk so far. [ haven't really gotten my feet wet yet, but thanks to Ralph for the
suggestion of a tape recorder, to catch all the comments and make my report more accurate, things
are going much easier. Thank you, Ralph! This is what I am talking about, helping each other to
achieve the goal of taking care of the church. I ended my term of diaconate with Caren by my side,
and I did not want to stop contributing to our church. It is such a rewarding feeling to give of myself
to our church family. It is so important to me to give back to God. It became a way of life for me in
1992 as I made a major change in my personal life and was reacquainted with God after a long
absence from being close to him. I will never leave again !!!

In the days to come, watch our church give to the children and less fortunate adults in our
community. It is the gift of giving to all we come into contact with. The Library is a big factor in our
success of giving to the community, as the Library is impartial ground, without contact with any
church. I suggest that all of us get involved with the Library as much as possible to enjoy that part of
our communities giving and sharing. --James Long

The brain teaser from the Feb/Mar. Newsletter

The Can You Guess is a close up of the bark on a tree in front
- of the Hammett's house in the center of Waterford village.
% Interesting texture when it 1s studied close up. --James

“ I had thought it was the granite footing to the church -- Ginny &







