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As a congregation, we try to be present to God in good and challenging times. It is easier to recognize
God’s presence when wonderful moments happen in our lives.

From the A few weeks ago, YOU, the congregation

touched Scott and my hearts when you helped us
P ast Or . celebrate our daughter Carolyn and future

¢ son-in-law’s upcoming wedding. It is with much
gratitude we say thank you for thinking of Carolyn and Pat by giving them
a creative wedding present. The slate serving set including cheeseboard,
mouse statue with knife and coasters are greatly appreciated.

There are so many transitions in life, and our daughter’s wedding was a big
one. Many of you encouraged us to stay present and enjoy being with family
and close friends because the joyous celebration would go too fast. You
were right! The day flew by. Carolyn and Pat went to Bar Harbor for their
honeymoon and have transitioned into married life as Mr. and Mrs. Mohr.

As I mentioned, recognizing God in happy times is easier and becomes more challenging when sad
events happen. While the mice and chipmunks in our neighborhood are celebrating, our family is
grieving the loss of our beloved cat Alvin who died last week after suffering a stroke. We have been
remembering fondly the twelve years of joy he brought to our home. God was with us during this
difficult time. We were grateful to be home when he suddenly became ill. Alvin did not have to

suffer very long, and we were able to say good-bye to him.

These past weeks remind me of Ecclesiastes 3:1,4

To every thing there is a season,
A time to weep, and a time to laugh;,

A time to mourn, and a time to dance,

It is a privilege to be part of this congregation, who with the help of God, 1s
riding this rollercoaster journey we call LIFE together.

With much gratitude, Rev. Petra Smyth




Letter from the Moderator

The calendar said autumn came last week, but the thermometer is stuck in summer range. It even
seems to have the trees messed up. They aren’t interested in showing off fall colors. Nope, they

are going straight to the ground, solid brown. . 4 s N
That’s a far cry from the spirit in our church. < 5 — Jﬁ- S—

Right in the heart of summer, we held “Make a Joyful Noise!” Sunday. It was a total success with
music from one end of the service to the other. A huge thanks to Petra for coordinating with the
leadership in the other churches and everyone involved. The ice cream social afterwards was the
cherry on this special Sunday.

The Council continued to meet through the summer, as we want to get the long-range
plan before the congregation. The Council decided to use the very successful, and
fun, idea of breaking bread together and having church members share their
experiences and ideas that flowed from the July workshop facilitated by Doug Bate.
I am happy to say that the “Bruncheon” was a success with great food, heartfelt
comments about our church, the projects we are already doing, the new ideas that
percolated up in July and a chance to enjoy each other’s company.

As I said during the sharing, we aren’t lighting a bonfire, but we are lighting candles
that will illuminate our community and church. We are doing these things, not
because we expect to see tons of new people filling the pews, but because doing these
things show our community what we stand for, following Jesus” example.

Next week, | will be putting on the choir rail a summary of the visionary effort that
was pulled together by Kerry Johnson. Included in that packet is the logo that Nancy
E and Ginny R have created. Folks are letting me know if they see something they

want added/deleted or how much they like it. Please send that information to me.
I will also be bringing up the projects happening right now which can be joined by any and all of
you. I truly believe there is something on our project list that will get each of us up and doing for
each other. Sally Holm took some great photos at the Bruncheon. Find these later in the newsletter
with more Bruncheon information.

Thanks to all of you that attended the brief meeting to modify the language of the Ministry and
Mission Fund. This new language makes this fund more responsive to our needs as a church.

We are still looking for a member who would be willing to be our new treasurer. Ralph can
explain how the position has been made easier to do, with plenty of help from the finance
committee.

Finally a personal thank you for all your good wishes after my surgery. I hope to be driving next

God bless you, our church and our country. -- Al Struck, Moderator




On September 10, 2017, the Congregation approved important revisions to

the Ministry & Mission Endowment Fund. The required asset level to be
attained before disbursements can begin was lowered to $100,000 from
$200,000. Eliminated was the restriction placed on where, and how much,
could be disbursed to certain areas of our church operations. It is now up to
future Finance Committees to make that determination. The M&M Fund
assets currently total $105,000. Presuming this value holds to year end,
disbursements could begin after 12/31/2018 if the Finance Committee
chooses. With our Pastoral expenses at roughly 50% of the operating budget
and our music areas getting much more attention, the M&M Fund now It
allows the flexibility to help where needed.

This is the time of year when we ask everyone to check their records to be
sure they are current with their scheduled church contributions. This pertains
to pledges as well as non-pledged contributions. We have about $10,000 of
outstanding pledges that we expect will be paid during this fourth quarter,
plus another $2,000 to $3,000 of contributions. Assuming this happens, what
are the projections for the year end, you might ask? Frankly, it's too close to
call. This is a good thing...we don't see the potential for a lot of red ink at
this time. And, we are positioned to handle a few bumps along the way.

-- Ralph MacKinnon, Treasurer
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Trustees Report

determine what would be best to plant.

winter season. -- John Wait, For the Trustees

During the past few months, the trustees have replaced the light
in the steeple. Thank you Al Struck for your assistance with this
task. In September, we power washed the front of the church and
the two side entrances. We have also started the garden project.
The weeds in the garden have been cut down, and now we will
start planning the next step: decrease the size of the garden and

In October, we will be doing some outside touch up painting on
both the Wilkins house and the church to get prepared for the
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1 - World Communion Sunday
5 - CAC Meeting

19 - Pot Luck Supper

21- Yard Sale - Wilkins House
22- Council Meeting

% | o

Last ard sale will be Oct
This one will be a spin the dice and get a

31 - Halloween

percentage off. --Karen Fillebrown
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OCTOBER
1 Bill Colbath
3 Issac Sylvester

4 Joseph Sylvester
5 Collen Winslow A6 Eli Ross
6 Chyanna 7 Jeff Winslow

7 Bobbi Whichard ; .
_ Y 11 Shelia Durgin
10 Peter Leslie S 12 Agnes At} g(l)'lllilEYSq’) PLEASE PICK P ALL YOUR

12 Henry Plate

14 Gabe Gabrielsen
18 Gail Nixon 15 Arlene Whichard
18 Bruce Bedard 25 Brian Sylvester
24 Hanna Thibodeau

26 Sally Holm




»’ LONG-RANGE

. - Jane Morse,
oderator, choir
Struck opened the PLAN director,
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Around 30 members of the church attended the Bruncheon the Council organized to share the final
version of the long-range plan.

As folks ate they also had a chance to digest the work done by the church council by reading a
summary report compiled by Kerry Johnson. They also had a chance to look at the artwork done,
representing the main areas of focus of the plan. Finally, they had the opportunity to listen to
members of the church who attended the culminating workshop, share their perspective on the plan
and various projects (future and on-going) that were brainstormed at the workshop.

The plan was positively received by the members present.

Moderator Al Struck, said that now the real work on the three areas, Service, Music and Spiritual
leadership, would begin. As Kerry said in his opening paragraph, "Our vision as a church over the
next five years 1s to make Waterford Congregational Church an even more vital part of the
community by concentrating our efforts in these three areas."

The plan is now going forward. As projects get off the ground we feel certain each church member
will find a place to contribute to this vision. -- Al Struck, Moderator

We gathered for a
delicious "bruncheon"”
on Sunday, Sept. 17 in
the Wilkins House to
unveil the Visioning
' ’ results.

Kimball, and Claral®
Hamlin enjoy brunch

Photos and subscript by Sally Holm




sion Committee

ssion Offering will be collected throughout the month of
ing the hurricane victims in Texas and Florida: resources are
ntinue to rebuild their lives. Thank you for supporting
offering to support ministries of justice and compassion
ng the Council of American Indian Ministries (CAIM),
services projects funded by the UCC’s Justice and Witness

d active church in our Mission Projects:

ing a 5 for 5 church. As well as supporting our local
 glasses, Fill a Suitcase, the Good Neighbors Funds and the

We had a successful sale for SERRV
this summer selling $817.56 worth of
merchandise at the Wilkins House
® Breakfasts. We were well received and
plan to do this again next summer,
~ supporting the fair trade projects to end
| hunger and poverty. Please let me
know if you want to place an order for

s Christmas.

# Enjoy this amazing weather as we look
R forward to our beautiful fall colors.

Shalom, Pam Williams,
For the Mission Committee
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On a slightly foggy Monday morning, September 18th, thirteen of us met at |
the orchardist, known as the Tree Doc, who gave us the history of the or
the King family. We hopped on the tractor-drawn wagon and enjoyed a tour
about all the different kinds of apples that are grown or that are in an ex
a tree that was growing different kinds of apples due to grafting. The Tree
graft a young branch from one tree to another. The orchard was still harv
They also grow plums and cherries as well as berries.

After the tour, we sat at the picnic tables and were treated to a tasting of se:
as nectarines and peaches. We ended the morning with a wood-fired pizza lu
We all had a great time!.

The next CAC meeting will be on October 5 where we shall be planning several eve
following:

* Myra's French Toast Breakfast on November 5 (time change Sunday)

* Sally's Writing Workshop for an Easter booklet * Thanksgiving |

* D]
* Halloween activities with the library New ficldii

Keep tuned for future announcements.

Nancy Engdahl for the Church Activities Committee
PS The group is finishing up on ornaments using the glass found in the ash
If you preordered, please pick up your ornaments. We have a waiting list
The group is still working on Christmas tree ornaments so there will be
nice gifts as a piece of history of our church. If you have any questions, ca




ons, we are getting busy with the new season, and there is lot's to do.
nunion Sunday. We will
absence. Don't forget the

7 season will be upon us. We
v look in the sanctuary for
for 1t!!

looking for sign-ups for
e altar. The sign-up sheet is
pot. Please, if you can, sign

)eacons

Pictures: Joyful Noise Sundae
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Pictures from Music Sunday - July 30

"Everything in the universe has rhiythm and dance" -- Maya Angelou

Call to Worship
Rev. Petra Smyth, Jane Morse
& Stef Michaud

Prayer by Maren C. Tirabassi

O God, bless the pure melody of our intentions, and
even the off-keys and missed notes. We come to the
practice-room of our faith to rehearse the scales of
your love, learn again the harmonies of our own
hearts, and the rhythms of all your children and so we
pray together the ensemble prayer of our community:
The Lord’s Prayer.

Children's corner i
United Church of Harrison & B







