
Things you can do/read/become aware of:  

Websites:  

• Maine Conservation Voters  
o Environmental Priorities Coalition (EPC)  

! These are only 9 of the many bills coming forward this year, 
but ones that the Coalition membership voted to throw 
some weight behind.  

• These bills are featured on their site with fact sheets 
that will give you some background.  

o Lunch & Learn programs that happen virtually each Friday are a 
wonderful way to learn about important issues. They have an 
archive you can check out of previous programs. During this 
legislative session, they are featuring many of these 9 bills during 
these Lunch & Learns.  

! One on February 26 of this year, is a terrific overview of a 
situation with the Juniper Ridge Landfill near Old Town. It is 
an issue that is in work session, but does not have a bill # 
yet. It is clearly an environmental justice issue.  

! Bill LD 125 on Banning Aerial Spraying in Forest 
Management was featured during a Lunch & Learn on 
March 19th. Well worth the look to grasp what lies behind 
this important bill that, in my opinion, needs to pass. I gave 
a written testimony on this one a few weeks ago for the 
public hearing. 

• Natural Resource Council of Maine 
o  A great site that takes in more of the concerns facing our 

environment. They along with many other organizations like the 
Sierra Club, Defend Our Health are members of the EPC and all 
work together to rally support for these bills and more.  

o On this site is a great “Tool Kit” that shows you just how to submit 
testimony. It is really simple.  

A few of the relevant bills working their way through the Maine legislature  

The Pine Tree Amendment bill LD 489 

 Doretta testified at this public hearing a few weeks ago. It passed 
committee 9-3 so it “ought-to-pass”. Now we need our legislators to get 
behind it. More to come on actions we can take.  

This amendment would include the following words under Maine’s 
Constitutional Rights:	Section 25. Environmental rights. The people of 
the State have the right to a clean and healthy environment and to the 
preservation of the natural, cultural and healthful qualities of the 



environment. The State may not infringe upon these rights. The State 
shall conserve, protect and maintain the State’s natural resources, 
including, but not limited to, its air, water, land and ecosystems for the 
benefit of all the people, including generations yet to come. 

A Weatherization Bond LD 1094 An Act to Authorize a General Fund 
Bond to Reduce Homeowner and Municipal Energy Bills through 
increased Efficiency and Weatherization Projects. 

*To find out more about these bills simply go to Maine.gov and under bill 
search you can type in the number. From there you get see what action is 
being taken at the moment and also get a fact sheet. It’s a bit harder to 
search out other bills, except you can go to the various committees and 
look under them to see what they are reviewing.  

Good reads:  

A New Possible: Visions of a World Beyond Crisis – essays by various 
leaders in climate issues 

How to Avoid a Climate Disaster: The solutions we have and the 
breakthroughs we need.   Bill Gates (I have not read it yet, but have it on 
my shelf to get to)  

How to Change Everything: The Young Human’s Guide to Protecting the 
Planet and Each Other by Rebecca Stefoff and Naomi Klein  For young 
people ages 10-up (that includes us! Read it, then pass it along to the 
young folks in your life) “An empowering, engaging young readers 
guide to understanding and battling climate change from the expert 
and bestselling author of This Changes Everything and On Fire, 
Naomi Klein.” 

The Future We Choose: Surviving the Climate Crisis by Christiana 
Figueres and Tom Rivet-Carnac 
 
The Green Amendment: Securing Our Right to a Healthy Environment by 
Maya Van Rossum 

 

Organizational Websites of Interest 

National/International 
 

Natural Resources Council of Maine 
Earth Charter 
National Audubon Society 

 
 
https://www.nrcm.org 
https://earthcharter.org 
https://www.audubon.org 
https://www.nwf.org 



National Wildlife Foundation 
The Nature Conservancy 
Sierra Club 
Friends of the Earth 
Elders Climate Action 
 
LOCAL 
 
Lakes Environmental Association 
Maine Lakes Society 
First Light Wildlife Habitats 
Center for Ecology-Based Economy 
Maine Audubon 
Keoka Lake Association 
Maine Organic Farmers & Gardeners 
Maine Climate Table 
Maine Climate Council 
 
 

https://www.nature.org/en-us/ 
https://www.sierraclub.org 
https://foe.org 
https://www.eldersclimateaction.org 
 
 
 
https://mainelakes.org 
https://www.lakes.me 
https://www.firstlighthabitats.com 
https://www.ecologybasedeconomy.org 
https://maineaudubon.org 
https://www.keokalake.org 
https://www.mofga.org 
https://maineclimatetable.org 
https://www.maine.gov/future/initiatives/climate/climate-
council 
 

 

 

Some compelling thoughts to consider as a result of our March 23rd virtual 
Climate Conversation:  

• Does the church/organization you are a part of have a mission statement 
that includes climate responsibility and justice? 

• Does your municipality have a Climate Emergency Plan or a general 
Climate Plan that allows for building action into the town’s management? 
i.e. planning for and adopting renewable resources, zoning to protect 
watershed and land use….  

• What can you do on your own property and/or what choices can you 
make that can help to mitigate climate change in some way?  

  

 

	

	


