
BIBLE READING:  October26, 2025 
 

Sirach also known as The Wisdom of Ben Sira 

This book, though not included in many Bibles was written by a sage, Ben Sira, who 

lived in Jerusalem. It is the longest wisdom book in existence from antiquity. Written 

sometime between 196 and 175 BCE. It consists of ethical teachings that the author 

shared with his contemporaries with the motive of helping them to maintain religious 

faith and integrity through study of the books sacred to the Jewish tradition. 

Sirach 35:12-17  

Give to the Most High as he has given to you, 

and as generously as you can afford. 

For the Lord is the one who repays, 

and he will repay you sevenfold. 

Do not offer him a bribe, for he will not accept it 

and do not rely on a dishonest sacrifice;  

for the Lord is the judge, 

and with him there is no partiality.  

He will not show partiality to the poor; 

but he will listen to the prayer of one who is wronged.  

He will not ignore the supplication of the orphan, 

or the widow when she pours out her complaint. 

Luke 18:9-14 

Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and 

regarded others with contempt:  

"Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 

The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, `God, I thank you that I am not 

like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast 

twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income. 

' But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was 

beating his breast and saying, `God, be merciful to me, a sinner!'  

I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who 

exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted." 

 


